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Bengals lend a helping hand
5.9.08

Fort Kent, ME – The University of Maine at Fort Kent and the surrounding community experienced a major flood last week.  The St John Valley was hit with over 200 inches of snow this past winter followed by some heavy rains the last week of April into early May.  The melting snow in combination with over 24hours of rain resulted in swollen rivers overflowing into major bridges, roads and neighborhoods forcing the evacuation of downtown Fort Kent and the resident student body at UMFK.  
Although UMFK stayed relatively dry with the exception of some basements, university officials didn’t want to compromise the towns’ water and decided to evacuate roughly 70 students to neighboring U-Maine Presque Isle.  Faculty, staff and students who remained in the area pitched in to lend a helping hand including UMFK Athletic Director and Men’s Soccer Coach Bill Ashby and Assistant Athletic Director and Men’s Basketball Coach Eric Werntgen.  The UMFK Sports Center became a Red Cross Disaster Relief Shelter and the Alumni Soccer Field a landing pad for helicopters which brought supplies to communities shut off by the flood.  Ashby and Werntgen provided assistance for the Red Cross team and aided Maine Game Wardens and Forrest Rangers as they loaded helicopters on the same field that Coach Ashby led his record setting men’s soccer team that went 21-1-0 and advanced to the NAIA Sweet 16 this past fall.  The UMFK facilities were instantly transformed with tables and cots on the basketball court and the soccer field being used as a helicopter pad and water covering the far sidelines.

Damage is still being assessed in the area and the community is in need of Federal Aid to help rebuild from the flood.  However, the community pulled together and as already bounced back.  Off the nearly 750 people forced out of their homes, only around five stayed at the Red Cross Shelter over night as family, friends and even strangers took people in.  A testament to the strength of this small close knit community in rural Northern Maine. 
